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EDITORIAL. 


Wwesvoice: the Opinion of all mémbers: of: the ‘Students’ 
Association when we offer a hearty welcome to our new president, 
Mr. R. R. Bennett. For a number of years past the presidential 
chair has been occupied by the Dean of the School, Professor 
H. G. Greenish, who, under the pressure of the many and varied 
calls upon his time, has relinquished this office. Under his 
guidance the Association has enjoyed a period of prosperity, which 
can be attributed to the very active interest which he has displayed 
in the affairs of all the clubs of the Association, an interest which, 
we can rest assured, will be diminished neither in quantity nor 
in practical application now that he has been relieved of his 
onerous office. To the retiring president the Association owes 
more than can be repaid by mere words of thanks; it behoves 
every one of us to profit by the inspiring example which he has set 
us during his tenure of office and to do our best to promote the 
objects for which the Association stands. We welcome also 
several new vice-presidents—Mr. J. Stuart Hills, Mr. Thomas 
Tickle, Dr: C.:, H. Warner. 
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This session has seen the inauguration of a new club in our 
midst, “The Natural History Club,” formed with the object of 
-meeting the needs of the less athletic of our members. Already 
this club has commenced its rambles and, doubtless, before many 
months have passed the interest which centres round its activities 
will have appealed to many to whom the description “ less athletic” 
does not apply. 

This club is fortunate in having the services of Mr. T. E. Wallis 
and should prove the means of promoting a keen interest in the 
study of “things by the wayside”’ and so make a useful addition to 
the store of knowledge of its members. 

* * * 


The vivid recollections of one of our older members, who was 
a student some forty years ago, enables us to give our readers a 
glimpse into the past history of the Square. In this issue we 
publish “ Recollections of the Session 1879—1880. 


* * * 


A contributor from Shanghai sends us an account of his first 
impressions on landing on those far distant shores. This is some- 
what late in appearing in print as it was Cro vies out of our June 


number. 
* * * 


The majority of our readers will be familiar with the scene 
depicted by our artist, Mr. B. E. Kent, as “The Room of Thoughts,” 
and to many will come back vivid recollections of that all too 
eventful day, when knees shook and hair stood on end and words 


failed. 
* * * 


‘Miss Elsie Cook writing from Mengo Hospital, Uganda, sends 
us an interesting account of a walking tour round about Mt. Elgon. 
* * * 


Another year is rolling by and it is again our privilege to offer 
yuletide greetings to our readers. To those who have responded 
to our appeal for contributions to the pages of the Chronicle we 
tender our thanks; to those who have not we offer a reminder 
that there is plenty of space available in No. 16, which will be 
published early in the summer. 


ENTRE NOUS. 


Congratulations to C. J. Eastland and B. W. Melhuish who 
were successful at the July examination for the Associateship of 
the Institute of Chemistry, and to C. W. Maplethorpe on orem aie 
the Ransom Scholarship. 

% * * 


Next term will bring with it a crop of social functions—the 
School Dinner, Old Boys’ Day and the Football Club Dinner are 
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already being talked about. The dates of these and other 
functions will be announced in the Pharmaceutical Journal and it 
is hoped that past students will make a special effort to be present 


at one or all of them. 
* * 


The following constitute the Committee of the Past Students’ 
Club :—Professor Greenish (Vice-President), J. C. Jinks, C. Gilling, 
F. J. Todd, C. J. Eastland, W. B. Nelson (Hon. Sec.). 


* * 7 


The football and hockey clubs have begun the season in great 
style, the former won their first league match with a comfortable 
margin, and the latter have some splendid victories to their credit 
ands ialy eady see visions of that Inter-Pharmacy pacney Cup 
looming in the distance. 
* * * 


“What is the Students’ Association to me?” asked a slacker 
when tackled for a sub. That’s not the point, “What are you to 
the Students’ Association? Do you give it of your best?” If not, 
why not? 


SCHOOL NOTES. 


A hearty welcome to all new students and best wishes for 
ultimate success in April and July. 


Having commenced the new session with the “best set of 
students the Square has ever known” (at any rate they will be in 
October next), and a most impressive inaugural meeting, we can 
rest assured that the traditions of the old School will be well 
maintained. 


We still arrive unpunctually for the first morning infliction, 
and do not fail to indicate the approaching end of the hour’s torture 
a rl . = 
by premature clicking” of attaché cases. 


Work has proceeded smoothly and unhampered by sudden 
structural rearrangements. Another coat of paint appears to have 
strengthened the building, and it now successfully resists the 
excessive mental activity to which its previous downfall was 
attributed. 


We have to report some changes in, the. staff.... Miss C.:E. 
Pearson and Mr. G. R. Boyes—our respective Editor 
to enter new spheres of activity. Their places have been filled by 
two past students.—Mr. T. W. Adams and Mr. G. H. Sumner. 


We understand that in future editions of the Chronicle, the 
“many things we want to know”? (as detailed in “Through the 
Burette”’), may be elucidated in a special column entitled ‘* Heard 
inthe. wme-cupboard.” ~The latter seems to be the' recipient of 
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many private communications some of which, however, may 
necessitate vigorous censorship by the Editor. 


Research leads to further research. 


We learned in a most interesting lecture on the Society’s Coat 
of Arms, that Avicenna—one of the stalwart upholders of the crest 
possessed, in his native tongue, the formidable collection of names— 
Mustapha, Sheik, Ahmet, Hadjeagen, etc.—or something to that 
effect. Now further enquiries have resulted in the discovery that 
Avicenna was merely the gentleman’s Christian name, his surname 
being the simple one of Pod. 


Wanted.—A scheme to persuade the Society of the School’s need 
for playing fields of its own—and the necessary action, please !. 


‘“ SQUARITE.” 


AN INTERVIEW. 


To the ancient Chlamydomon said the ‘ Chronicle’ reporter, 
‘‘T hear,.sir, you are getting old and stiffer than you ought’er 
And before, alas, you pass away, to have your views, we hope, 
On what it’s like at the business end of a high-power microscope. 
Too well the top-side view we know, but none of us have been 
Between the slide and cover-slip and told what we have seen— 
A little sage philosophy will please the learned folks 
While the flippant will appreciate your priceless algal jokes. 
In fact, sir, any views you like on any thing on earth 
We shall be pleased to put in print and pay you what they're worth.” 
Up spake the ancient alga in a protoplasmic squeak, 
‘You are the man whose eye I saw at ten last Thursday week, 
And I hear you drew my portrait for an illustrated paper 
And sent my brother Dick aloft in chloral hydrate vapour. 
And now you dare to come and ask what I may think of you, 
As cool as glass and bold as*brass, shiver my eye-spot blue ! 
If you get half a line of views from me, may I be gassed 
You Thursday-morning, ten-to-one botanical enthusiast ! 
You laugh, you leucoplast, at me, but though I’m getting old 
I shan’t be anchored four feet deep in the chill damp churchyard mould ; 
Not I! 

I am an emerald Alga, 

Chlamydomonas I, 

Taught to consider as vulgar 

You folk that are mortal and die. 

When we feel we can’t swim anymore 

We just sit down and rest for a day 

Till our nucleus splits into four 

And our four quarters frolic away, 

Hurray ! 

Our four quarters frolic away. 

For to live on, immortal, is mighty good sport—all 

The Algze will tell you the same— 

And to sit on the floor and to split into four, 

By Gum! It's no end of a game!” 
And he wriggled some more and he broke into four 
And I wish I could manage the same! 
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CLUB NOTES. 


Football Club. 
Captain:—A. SURFLEET. Secretary:—R. STEPHENSON. 


The Square football season is now in full swing and the school 
have a very useful set of players. K.E.N. Williams, B. W. Melhuish 
and G. H. Sumner are still with us, and we must consider 
ourselves lucky to have the assistance of three such valuable men. 
During the first few weeks, practice matches were held, and we 
were able to discover quite a lot of talent ; perhaps F. L. Hind, 
at centre-forward, is the most noteworthy newcomer. 


The football club has had some difficulty in the matter of 
practices and in arranging fixtures, owing to the fact that it was 
found inadvisable to take our Edgware ground for more than 
once a fortnight, and there is little doubt that, but for this, we 
could have turned out quite a creditable second eleven. It seems 
a pity that so many players are unable to have a weekly game 
owing to lack of a ground, and it is to be hoped that a special 
effort will be made to secure a ground for every Saturday in the 
future. 


The team has done quite well in the matches played so far, 
and with a little more combination (which will come with practice) 
we hope to bring the Cup again to the Square. 


Teaim—GoaL: A. Surfleet. 

Backs: K. E. N. Williams, H. A. Bancks. — 

Harr-packs: L. H. Barton, G. H. Sumner, R. Stephenson. 

FORWARDS: O. W. Owen, B. W. Melhuish, F. L. Hind, G. Hodge, 
ONL Pratt: 


Nov. 4th, 1922.—v. REGENT ST. POLYTECHNIC. 

A pleasant game took place at Edgware resulting in a goalless 
draw. The Polytechnic forwards were very keen, but the Square 
defence proved safe. G. H. Sumner, at centre-half was a tower of 
strength, whilst F. L. Hind and B. W. Melhuish had hard luck 
with shots: Result: Square 0. Polytechnic 0. 


Nov. 29th, 1922.—v. LONDON COLLEGE (Cup Marcu), 

_ Lhe, first: Cup: Match of the season was: played at Norbury, 
when the Square visited their old rivals, the London College. The 
‘Cyanides”’ pressed strongly during the first quarter, giving the 
Square defence a worrying time. The strain was relieved when 
F. L. Hind scored with a great shot, this lead being maintained 
until half-time. There was no doubt of the Square’s superiority in 
the second half, F. L. Hind netting two more. Poole, for the 
London, played a great game at centre-half, whilst the 
Square’s most outstanding players were Hind, G. H. Sumner and 
Owen. Result: Square 3. London 0. 
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A spectacular horde of supporters cheered the players on, and 
the, match was preceded and followed by a rag of no small 
dimensions, in which the Square were as successful as in the match. 


Dec. 2nd, 1922.—v. BOROUGH ROAD COLLEGE. 

At Edgware. A return visit of the college was very welcome 
and a most pleasant game resulted. The Square were without 
K. E. N. Williams and F. L. Hind and played a spirited game. 
The science of the Isleworth team eventually proved too much for 
the defence, and two goals were registered just before the final 
whistle. Result: Square 0. Borough Road College 2. 

A.S. 


Hockey Club. 
Captain—B. E. KENT. Secretary—A. TYLDESLEY. 


After the success of the past season and with the majority of 
the team still with us, the prospects of the present season appeared 
distinctly bright. Several practice matches were arranged early in 
the term and new talent discovered. The formation of a league 
and the presentation of a cup are now under consideration, and ere 
this is published, I hope we shall be fighting strenuously for the 
possession of the first Inter-Pharmacy Hockey Trophy. 

B.E.K. 

We are fortunate in having with us our old skipper, Kent, who 
led us through last year’s successful season and he was unanimously 
re-elected captain for thisseason. At the same meeting Miss Groves. 
was elected vice-captain and a very hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Miss .Ellis, the retiring secretary, for her valuable 
services. ; 

Of the four matches played so far, we have won three and 
drawn one. 


Sat. Ott. 2Tst =o. "St. MARY'S” HOSPITAL, Drawn oe. 

At Edgware. This was our first match and the team shaped 
well, putting up an excellent fight. The sides were evenly matched 
and a strenuous game ensued, although, on the whole, the Square 
had the better of the play ; the two goals being registered against 
us during the last few minutes of the game. Both our goals were 
scored by Kent. 


Sat. Nov. 11th:-—v. Roya CoLLeGE oF ARtT.—Won 3-—0. 

At Edgware: The Square team showed’ excellent’ combi> 
nation throughout the game and the play merited the score. 
Unfortunately Sharp (centre-half) was injured but happily not 
seriously. The game was fast and sporting to the end, and despite 
repeated efforts of the R:C.A\’ to score, our ‘detence proved= 100 
strong. Here again the three goals were shot by Kent. 


Sat. Nov. 25th._—v, ALLEN & Hanpurys.—Won 11—0. 
At Edgware. The game resulted in a decisive victory for the 
Square, the forward line being particularly active. ‘We understand 
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that A. & H. are a newly-formed club, and we congratulate them 
on their sporting spirit. Goals: Kent (4), Chaston (4), Miss 
Woodward (2), Eastland (1). 


Sat. Dec. 2nd.—v. Cymric H.C.—Won 7—1. 

The Square visited the Cymric ground and gave a good 
account of themselves. Although the ground was in a very bad 
condition it did not interfere with the excellent combination dis- 
played by the Square team this season. Goals were scored by 
Kent (4), Chaston (2), Miss Woodward (1). 


The following is the Square team: Miss Mowat, McClosky, 
Tyldesley, Miss Groves, Sharp, Miss Arkell, Eastland, Miss 
Kirkwood, Kent (capt.), Miss Woodward, Chaston. 

Aa 


Natural History Club. 


The club commenced its activities with a very enjoyable 
ramble on November 25th, when a party of about 20 met at the 
Square and proceeded by train to Totteridge Lane. During the 
walk from the picturesque village of Totteridge to Mill Hill, many 
specimens of leaves and fruits were collected, while several species 
of algz were also found, and Mr. Wallis landed a fine haul of 
water-fleas (Cyclops sp.) from a wayside pond. Mill Hill was 
reached at dusk, where tea was enjoyed and where the party after- 
wards entrained for St. Pancras. 

(es by 


Social and Intellectual Club. 
Secretary: J. P. ATKINSON. 


The first meeting of the club was held on Nov. 2nd, when 
Professor Greenish gave a lecture on the Society’s Coat of Arms. 
Mr Corfield took the chair and the enthusiastic crowd that filled 
the Lecture Theatre augured well for the success of future functions. 
The tea surpassed the expectations even of those who had purposely 
economised on lunch, and the lecture itself was thoroughly 
appreciated by all. . After a general survey of heraldry and coats 
of arms, Professor Greenish proceeded to trace each portion of the 
Society’s badge to its supposed origin and passed by way of 
Avicenna’s vest and Galen’s trousers to point the moral that every- 
one should take up the investigation of some such subject in their 
spare time and then ™ come and lecture about it.”” A vote of thanks 
proposed by Mr. Kent and seconded by Miss Roberts was carried 
with loud applause. 


The first dance was held on Nov. 18th. at the Midland Hotel, 
and was attended by some eighty past and present students. A 
supply of balloons and other “ baubles” prevented any flagging of 
liveliness and the good work of the M.C.’s, Messrs. Eastland, 
Melhuish, Williams and Kent contributed largely to the success of 
a very enjoyable function. 
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SECOND-HAND BOOKSHOPS. 


The exact difference between a second-hand bookshop anda 
pawnshop is somewhat elusive. But in practice there is this clear 
distinction ; that whereas it is rather infra dig. to be seen visiting 
a pawnshop, the fact that you are in the habit of haunting second- 
hand bookshops stamps you as a person of culture and refinement. 
It is a habit I contracted myself whilst a child at the School of 
Pharmacy. As I grew up, it grew with me. < It is still growing. 


But the years have tempered a youthful ardour with discretion. 
There was a time when I visited second-hand bookshops to buy 
books. The visits were means to an end. Now, they have become 
ends in themselves.. For these places are very fascinating—and 
I find them doubly so when I leave my~ purse at home. “My 
cupidity is then held in check by stern necessity (for even the 
threepenny box may be guarded by invisible eyes). I feel at liberty 
to roam about dipping into a volume here and there, watching 
other people doing the same thing, philosophising on the mutability 
of human affairs, wondering how on earth second-hand booksellers 
make a living. 


A second-hand bookshop is the only place in the world where 
you can get something for nothing. Here it is possible, if you 
possess a fair stock. of patience and a goodly supply of “nerve,” to 
obtain the beneht of a whole book—rows of books—free of charge. 


The operation is simple. You enter the shop boldly, look 
about with a slightly bored air, walk up to your accustomed corner 
with the hesitant step of an explorer, take down a volume at random, 
put it back, and then draw forth. your favourite. After reading 
your page, or two pages, or three pages if you are of heroic mould, 
you turn to the front to look at the pencilled price. You ponder 
for a moment—to buy or not to buy ?—and finally, with a regretful 
sigh, you return the book-toits shelf. 


There are certain difficulties. Towards the middle of your 
pilgrimage. you may forget the number of the page—-or the 
milestone if the metaphor pleases you. It is, of course, a sign of 
depravity to turn down the leaf—or to bend the milestone. But 
here, as always, difficulty is but a spur to achievement. You resolve 
to train your memory. So instead of adopting a Coué formula: 
‘ Every day, in every way, my memory is getting better and better,” 
you merely say, Page 297, page 297, page 297.” 


But the worst calamity, the most frightful catastrophe may 
occur. just as you reach the critical chapter. .The book may. be 
sold! - I’m afraid I can’t suggestiany safe remedy. Luchkilyatas-a 
rare occurrence. If it should happen, and if you are very big and 
strong and of good courage, you might tell the bookseller what you 
think of him. But this is a counsel of perfection, and the road to 
perfection is not Charing Cross Road. 


E.. (HS SHikies: 
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| THROUGH THE 
BURETTE. 


(Things we want to know). 


Who was>the LADY who was 
carried out of the common room 
upside down ? 


Are this year’s Students the best 
that have attended the Square and 
if we shall hear this remark at a 
certain function next term ? 


Whether a special staff will be engaged for the repayment of 
the Majors’ breakage deposits ? 


If Mr. Eastland bids us, “ take 
The case of a body at rest,” 
Because in an undertaking firm 

He has an‘interest ? . 


If the method of choosing School Committees is really the 
best one and if people on some of them feel like “Square Pegs in 
Round Holes?” 


If a certain person responsible for the posting of notices 
should carry a Pocket Dictionary ? 


What is the nature of the research which is being conducted 
on Potper-mang ? 


If those who have conducted exhaustive researches on (local) 
P-H” values, can now recommend a good one ? 


64 
Where is Nelson’s column ? 
Why is Kent called the garden of England ? 
Was it through a printer’s error that Sir Fleet was put in gaol? 
For what kind of vaccination does one wear a blive band ? 


What will happen after the Minor to all those pages and 
pages of notes we take? 


How long it takes to fill a burette with the tap turned on ? 


Whether certain students came straight from the cradle to the 
Square ? and if not, why they haven’t forgotten, “I'll tell Father |” 


How he will celebrate the occasion if he gets through ? 
Who? 
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FACILIS DESCENSUS 


or 


How They Brought the Grand Piano from Heaven 
to Hall. 


Perhaps when tired of typing they might have strummed upon 
it, but existence beneath the dust-sheet must have been very 
vegetative and so we took compassion upon it, stopped its ears with 
cotton wool and— ‘All together, lift !” 


Said the gentleman leaning back far over the banisters, 
“When you’re quite ready you might lift this double-barrelled 
elephant off my chest, it’s stopping the works.”. So we went down 
another step, and there came a muffled voice from the front, “I’m 
off ; my union won’t allow me to shift pianners: I ain’t a scene- 
shifter, I ain’t.’ But we went down another step. And the 
cheery optimist from above said hopefully, “Only another six 
flights. ’ Vote we throw Jonah overboard and pick up the bits at 
the other end.” To which retorted a son of toil, ““ You go down 
and catch it”? ; and we went down another step. 


From the inhabitants of those regions congregated above 
there came a gasp: “Ooh! They’ll take al] the paint off the 
walls!” So we went down another step with a bang and in 
expostulation the piano itself addressed us on the loud pedal, 
‘Carefully, gentlemen, carefully. Rattle my wires and sounding- 
board but that last jolt nearly had me oft my castors !”’ 


But we went down another step. 


And the optimist said, ‘The banisters will never stand. that 
strain: send Twenty-Stone the other side.’”’ And we went down 
another step. And the-machine settled upon a finger, whose 
owner spoke his opinion ; so we went down four steps. 


Said everyone when we reached the bottom, “ That’s that,” 
and the Six Strong Scene-shifters hoisted up the infernal machine 
and glided down the passage in the true style of the Brotherhood 
of the Green Baize. And to celebrate.the occasion, said the piano 
again as it reached its resting place on the platform, © Verily our’s 
is a pleasant mansion,” and it played ‘ Hearts of Oak” to show 
there was no ill feeling. 


* * * 


In this connection we are asked to state that several fingers 
are still unclaimed and owners are urged to apply at the Office as 
soon as possible to try them on, or a selection will be sent on 
receipt of a stamped addressed envelope. Any unclaimed by the 
end of the month will be handed over to the Curator of the 
Society’s Museums. 

“ FUNICULUS.” 
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A Concise Life History of Studens Pharmaceuticus 


by the Author of “The Oil of the Methyl Orange” and 
“Habits of the Blue Litmus.” 


This remarkable plant is placed by some authorities in the 
Lowest Order but investigations show that, although arising in this 
order, it is able by specialised development to reach higher types. 


In the early stage it is found, male and female, in groups 
known as © Schools’? where it remains for a period of about nine 
months, during which time remarkable variation is observed in 
individual growth. 


Some of the young plants through a lack of assimilating tissue 
fall away at an early stage and taking root develop into a structure 
known as © Permanentalis Unqualificatus,’ a member of the 
Lowest Order. 


The healthier plants grow rapidly until eventually the group 
splits apart and, on a very windy day, the members are carried 
. oe . 
away to alight on a structure called Corpus Examinens.” 


Here occurs the phenomenon of “Alteration of Designation ;”’ 
those plants which have assimilated the most material developing 
into a body known as the “ Empee Ess” plant, while the remainder 
are blown back to undergo further assimilating growth. This is 
the “ Minor’ Stage. 


The “Empee Ess’ plant is a hardy perennial but is difficult 
of classification as it often shows a tendency to degenerate into the 
Species Grocerus.”’ Under certain conditions, however, some of 
these plants are able, by production of secondary assimilating tissue, 
to develop into a structure called “ Chemicus Pharmaceuticus,” a 
body usually placed in the Higher Orders. This is generally 
referred to as the “ Major”’ stage. 


Most authorities agree that both these processes of late have 
become more difficult and predict new conditions pointing to the 


higher development of only the hardier plants. 
CB, 


REMINISCENCES OF SESSION, 1879-1880. 
By VERAX. 


My first visit to the “Mecca” of British Pharmacists took 
place towards the end of September, 1879, when, having completed 
a five years’ apprenticeship with a well-known provincial pharmacist, 
I proceeded to London to enter upon a ten months’ course of study 
at '’ The Square.” JI had never previously been within a 100 miles 
of the metropolis, so that it was a voyage of discovery in more 
senses than one, and this probably accounts for the fact that my 
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impressions of the period between September, 1879, and August, 
1880, remain so strong and vivid. This visit was made with a view 
to enrolment as a student, securing a bench in the laboratory, and 
making other necessary arrangements. After introducing myself 
to Fred, the somewhat deaf uniformed janitor, I was conducted 
upstairs to the chemical laboratory and brought face to face with 
two of my future mentors. One of these was the late Dr. Alfred 
Senier, senior demonstrator. He was a man of medium height, 
plainly dressed, with expansive collar and bow tie, dark hair, beard 
and moustache. The other was a slim, lanky youth of apparently 
eighteen or twenty summers, with long, flowing locks ending in 
ringlets, which covered his neck and hung down to his shoulders. 
But for his masculine attire he would easily have passed for a lady 
student. I was not introduced to him, but subsequently found that 
this was Wyndham R. Dunstan, assistant demonstrator, a man who 
was destined to do great things in pharmaceutical research, and 
later on to make his mark in the wider sphere of science. 

The formal opening of the school and distribution of prizes to 
the successful students of the previous session took place two or 
three days later. The late Mr. G. W. Sandford, then president, 
was in the chair, and distributed the prizes, and among the company, 
which completely filled the lecture theatre, were many prominent 
pharmacists with some of whom I was destined, in later years, to 
come into closer and more intimate relationship. I mention 
particularly Michael Carteighe, William Martindale, Thomas 
Greenish, Samuel S. Atkins, George S. Taylor; and George =: 
Schacht: Neither could one overlook the old secretary, the late 
Elias Bremridge, whose black skull cap rendered him a conspicuous 
figure, and who was just on the point of handing over the charge 
of affairs to his son, Richard, who’ now, in his turn, after a long 
spell of active service to the Pharmaceutical Society, is enjoying a 
well-earned repose. . | 

The number of fresh“students was not large, forty or fifty at 
most, but among them were several of more than average ability 
(and what is equally essential to success, “ stick-ability”). The 
Bell Scholars were William Elborne and John Thomas, and 
included in the remainder were David Hooper, Robert Wright, 
~ William Fowler, Thomas Burrell, the late Baron’de Bush and a 
younger brother, E. N. Grimwade, Fred W. Warrick, J. H. Chaplin,’ 
Frank Tupholme, Joseph Bamforth, B. Lockwood, H. O. Huskisson, 
EK. F. Salmon, G. W. Proctor, and others whose names for the 
moment elude me. 

The “Square” course was, in those days, much more restricted 
than it is now. We commenced the day with a lecture either in 
botany, materia medica, chemistry or pharmacy at 9.30. This 
lasted for an hour or so, and the remainder of the day was spent 
in the chemical laboratory. 


I found the lectures by Professors Redwood and Bentley 
intensely interesting, and the interest was enhanced by the 
personality of the lecturers. Redwood was an old man, and had 
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filled his post for well-nigh forty years, but his mental vigour 
remained unabated. His lectures were models of lucidity, and 
were remarkable alike for their grasp of principles and a perfect 
mastery of details. There was no attempt at oratory, but a plain 
statement of facts conveyed in simple, terse, graphic sentences 
which any child, versed in its own mother tongue, could have 
understood. He was pre-eminently a practical man ; the result, no 
doubt, of his early training in pharmacy. The nearest approach to 
humour in his lectures which I can recall, occurred in a lecture on 
glycerin, when, having described it as a non-crystallizable substance, 
he added the remark: “Sometimes, however, during the low 
temperature of a very severe winter, it does take it into its head to 
crystallize.’ An assistant named Richard helped in the demonstra- 
tions, and it says’ much: for *his.skill as' well as the perfect 
understanding which existed between the two that I never 
remember a failure, and I think this assistant was employed in the 
professor’s private laboratory, which was situated in thé basement 
of the building facing the square. 

Professor Bentley was a man of altogether different tvpe from 
Redwood. In appearance he resembled a country gentleman of 
the old school, while his well-knit, athletic frame, clear complexion, 
and bright, sparkling eyes, spoke of one whose rambles were taken 
elsewhere than in the streets of London. I can see him now in his 
favourite attitude when lecturing, leaning upon the long pointer 
used for the diagrams, when having explained some difficult point 
in connection with either the structure or functions of a plant, he 
concludes somewhat as follows: “Gentlemen, think this matter 
well over in your minds until you have both digested and assimila- 
ted it and then, in order to fix it indelibly in your memory, take the 
opportunity of explaining it to the young lady, in whose future you 
are specially interested, the next time you go for a stroll into the 
country together.” 

Or, to change the picture. The lecture has well begun, and 
the lecturer is getting into his stride, when the door of the lecture 
theatre opens and the proverbially late student slowly makes his way 
to his own particular corner. The old man stops, follows him with 
his eye until he is comfortably seated, and then (sotto voce) as if 
merely thinking aloud, proceeds in the following strain : ““ Students 
are in one respect like flowers. Some come in early, and some late ; 
I like the early ones best, gentlemen.”’ 

Of Professor Atthleld, who was director of the laboratory, we 
saw very little. The supervision of the work was left entirely in 
the hands of Dr. Senier and Mr. Dunstan, the latter, a very skilful 
and able demonstrator. We were thrown, however, very largely 
upon our own resources ; an excellent thing for students of initiative, 
energy and ability, but quite the reverse for dull, slow and backward 
men who usually form the majority. 

In one way and another I think that most of us picked up a 
fair amount of knowledge—chemical, pharmaceutical and “useful” 
—the latter including the fact that in skilful hands a wash-bottle 
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can become a formidable weapon of offence (Hooper, Hanbury 
medallist, was a champion wash-bottler), also that it is not easy to 
force a current of coal gas through a rubber tube which has been 
plugged with cotton wool. One of our number contrived so many 
unrehearsed spills, breakages and explosions, as to become a danger 
to his neighbours. He was accordingly banished to a distant 
corner of the laboratory, and before the end of the term had 
managed to cover the whole of the two converging walls from 
bench to ceiling with metallic precipitates of all shades of colour. 
Perhaps the most interesting and exciting event of the session 
occurred on Boat Race Saturday in April, 1880. A party of four or 
five of us had arranged to go down to Putney to see the race, 
which was timed to take place about 8 a.m. It was a very foggy 
morning (quite exceptional for early spring) and I remember turning 
out of bed somewhat unwillingly about 5.30 a.m., and wending my 
way to Waterloo Station. All turned up and we managed to secure 
seats in a train inconveniently crowded, even at that early hour. 
It chanced that a party of three-card trick men had boarded the 
same compartment, and the train had barely got under way before 
the leader produced his cards and challenged any member of the 
company to Spot the Jack,” just for the fun of the thing. This 
was taken up with success by several members of the company, 
whereupon he challenged anyone to repeat the experiment for a 
small stake. At first, nobody was to be drawn, but ultimately, two 
men at opposite ends of the carriage (who, we found out afterwards, 
were confederates) tried their luck, with a fair amount of success, 
and others soon joined in and the fun waxed furious. To cuta 
long story short, although the journey could not have lasted more 
than twenty or thirty minutes, in that short space of time many 
pounds changed hands. One member of our party lost £3, money 
received from home only a day or two before. Finally, to crown 
all, the race had to be postponed on account of fog ; the first and 
only time in its history. And this concludes my reminiscences. 


ON THE SLOPES OF ELGON. 


Square students, past and present, will naturally have no 
ditficulty in finding Mt. Elgon on the map of Africa, but the said 
students wi// find considerable difficulty in spending a more 
delightful fortnight than in tramping from camp to camp around the 
foothills of this great extinct volcano of Central Africa. Alas, space 
will not permit of any detailed account of all the thrills of such a 
holiday, but it is only befitting that all Square students should know 
something of this land of great hills and valleys, thundering water- 
falls and peculiar peoples. 

Come to where our tents are pitched, 6,000 ft. above sea-level, 
on the brink of a giant horseshoe of rock in one of the steep hill- 
sides ascending Elgon. At the head of the ‘horseshoe’ the fast- 
Howing Sipi stream suddenly finds itself in space, and so compelled, 
hurls its waters downwards to the rocks below in a massive white 
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curtain of water and foam. Continuing its more peaceful course in 
the densely wooded valley far below and on to the great panorama 
of plain, it spreads for many miles away to Lake Gedge and the 
Karomojo Hills, clearly outlined on ‘the horizon beyond. These 
are the Tracy Falls. Crossing the river just above them on a 
native-made bridge of intertwined bamboos and slithering our way 
along a steep and slippery path to the other side of the ‘ horseshoe,’ 
we find ourselves by the narrow opening of the first of a series of 
caves. Here it was that the people of these parts hid when raided 
by the more aggressive Baganda, and groping our way about with 
the aid of a lantern, our imaginations are deeply stirred by the sight 
of the crowd that follows, as they execute a war-like dance and sing 
of past campaigns, all in this semi-darkness. These are the Sabei,a 
spirited and independent kind of people who not infrequently travel 
right into the Karomojo country bordering on Abysinya to trade 
and barter,.and’ pay for it with their lives. -A tailor. would be 
numbered with the unemployed in these parts, though the head- 
gear of the women and girls is extremely elegant, consisting of a 
band of shells and one upright ostrich feather. Another string of 
beads or shells securing a broad strip of leather round the waist 
and a heavy crude iron hoop round the neck complete this 
becoming and economical toilette. 

The waterfall lust was upon us! We set out in the afternoon 
in search of the upper Tracy Falls, and an hour or more’s struggle 
through steep and slushy forest paths and along narrow ledges of 
rock brought us out at the side of a magnificent triple waterfall 
and a scene of great beauty, Maiden-hair and other ferns of 
every description, pink begonia and balsams grow in wildest 
profusion on every side, kept ever damp by the spray of those great 
falls as they dash themselves in a thunderous roar on the rocks far 
below. But in spite of the marvels of this place, we sought yet 
more, and the following morning had for our object the topmost 
fall of the Sipi river. This proved to bea still steeper and more 
difficult path, but all was forgotten when, on manceuvring a specially 
narrow and slippery corner, a never-to-be-forgotten sight met our 
eyes. We stood as if bewitched before the glory of such a scene, 
and the wildest imagination would surely fail to realise it from a 
mere description in cold print. That great rush of water hissing its 
way through space froma giddy height above us on to the rocks 
far below in one continuous roar; the spray filling the valley all 
around in smoke-like clouds ; the steep slopes of the surrounding 
hills massed with foliage, ferns and flowers, forming a giant funnel 
into which the fury of the fall seemed to spend itself, and spanning 
which was a most delicate yet perfect rainbow, formed as the sun 
shone brilliantly through the cloud-like spray. This was Fairyland. 

The editor’s patience will surely not allow of more, and I must 
therefore leave bamboo forests, sudden and violent storms which all 
but brought us and our tents to a sinister end, more waterfalls and 
other strange tribes, caves and many another fascination, for 
another time. : E.M.C. 
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SHANGHAI, CHINA. 


Some Impressions of a Griffin. 


The idea that fellow-readers of the Square Chronicle may be 
interested by a contribution from China leads me to endeavour 
to scribe a few notes, to which, for want of a better, I give the 
above title. ‘Griffin,’ in Shanghai parlance, is the name given 
to a newcomer, which name he keeps until he has completed a 
year’s residence here.. 

To most of us who ever thought of the East at all, China was 
a land of mystery about which we had only vaguely conceived 
ideas. It may be that our imaginations led us to think of a 
land peopled with semi-civilised and barbarous inhabitants. 
Pictures and stories of the Boxer rebellion may have caused us 
cold shudders. Or views of picturesque tea-gardens may have 
appealed to our sense of beauty. Or again, we may simply 
have thought of it in the abstract as being the land whence 
came our supplies of silk fabric and fragrantly tasting teas. 

In my own case I had the advantage of the kindly counsel of 
Mr. Frank Browne, who, besides being familiar with the purlieus 
of Bloomsbury Square, also knows a good deal about China. 
Nevertheless, it was with a certain feeling of adventure that I 
began my journey Chinawards. 

My approach to this strange land was a gradual one, 
including the traverse of Canada with its vast prairies and majestic 
snow-clad Rockies ; and fleeting glimpses of Japan with the rapidly 
Westernising nature of its seaports. And then, on a dull, damp 
Sunday morning, I arrived in Shanghai, to find all thoughts of 
the unwelcoming elements completely submerged in the warmth 
of welcome given to me by my two new colleagues, both old 
Square men. Naturally I felt at home immediately. 

It is probably a unique record to find, in such an out of 
the way corner of the world, three Square men, in the persons 
ofeks G.-C. Walker): M.C., F.L-C., E. OO, Wilson, Ph.C., and the 
writer, on the same laboratory staff. 

Shanghai, situated on the reclaimed banks of the broad, turbid, 
and unbeautiful Whangpoo River, first shows to the gaze of the 
new arrival, its Bund, fronting the river, and towered over by 
massive office buildings. This appearance of modernity gives the 
blow to those preconceived ideas of China, especially as the 
Bund is the thoroughfare for single decker tram-cars, and here, 
too, one frequently sees a rank of a hundred parked motor-cars. 

Walking through the city, the most noticeable feature is the 
endless variety in the things one sees—Buildings, some of old 
Chinese pattern with upturned corners to the eaves, for protection 
against evil spirits ; others (and the numbers of these are rapidly 
growing), in foreign style. Shops, some being modified Harrods,” 
some the humble Chinese store with its decorative gold lettering 
and character signs; or, again, the native tea-shops where John 
Chinaman passes his spare time in tea-drinking and _ friendly 
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converse. Vehicles, including the powerful limousine, the electric 
trams, the rapidly disappearing. horsed-carriage, the ricsha with 
its human steed, an occasional sedan chair, the motor transport 
truck, the humble wheelbarrow, and that still more primitive 
means of transport, the doubly suspended bamboo basket. The 
police, with the foréign inspector in the familiar blue uniform 
as seen at home, the Sikh constables with their ‘picturesque 
turbans and fine physique, the Chinese constable with his solemn 
face and dangerous looking baton, and the Indian mounted on 
his Chinese pony with its well-groomed appearance and_ neat 
trappings. All these may be seen in any walk of a quarter hour’s 
duration. “East is East, and West is West, and never the 
twain shall meet” ; but while this may be true of the personal 
element, or shown in the diverse natures of the White and Yellow 
races, the outward appearance of the city of Shanghai certainly 
suggests that a satisfactory blending of Eastern and Western, of 
ancient and modern, may be obtained. 

The newcomer is at first very much puzzled by the coinage. 
All prices are calculated in Mexican dollars, which have certain 
relative values based on the standard ‘“‘tael,’ which again bears 
a proportionate sterling value. He finds he must learn the 
difference. between small and big money; in the one case his 
dollar being worth 100 cents, and in the other 110 cents, 4 
coppers, and usually he acquires this knowledge by dint of 
being “squeezed” by the Chinese shops and their assistants. 
He quickly acquires the art of using “pidgin” English and 
occasional Chinese words, wherewith to direct his ricsha coolie 
and table (or bar) boy. The rest of the native language remains 
a confused jargon of weird sounds and intonations, until by dint 
of years of study and threatened loss of sanity, he becomes 
proficient in speaking the local dialect. The proposed translation 
of the British Pharmacopoeia into Chinese has been announced, 
but it is to be hoped that the pharmacist who migrates to this 
country will not need this translation as part of his qualification. 

Pharmacy in Shanghai is represented by several up-to-date 
establishments managed by fully qualified foreigners, by Anglo- 
Chinese firms who have branches throughout the country, and 
by local offices of: British manufacturing firms. These all give 
efficient’ service in accordance with the requirements of modern 
medicine and surgery. In such a cosmopolitan city, it is easily 
understood that in the course of a day’s business it may be 
necessary to use either the British, French, German or American 
Pharmacopeeias, according to the nationality of the doctor 
concerned. 

Much might be written about the local customs, the Chinese 
population, and the rapid growth of Shanghai as a port and 
commercial centre, but the pages of the Chronicle are limited, 
and I fear I have already taken up my quota of space. 

May I, in closing, offer my hearty greetings to all my old 
Square friends and fellow-students. A. FANTHORPE. 
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